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he day of days arrived

for the students of the
Government  Intermediate
Girls College, Bakshibazar,
Dacca, the present day
Dhaka. It was Election Day
of the Students’ College
Cabinet for the 1966 - 1967
session. Soon came the
results. The announcement
read, Sheikh Hasina and
Najma Choudhury elected
as Vice President, (V. P.) and
General Secretary (G. S.) of
the College Cabinet. Names
of other posts were also
declared. Sheikh Hasina, a
name to go up in the annals
of not only Bangladesh but
of the world on counts of
several paradigms.

My encounters or any
conversation  with  Sheikh
Hasina, were few and far
between in the college
premises, during college
days but they were always
pleasant and warm. Sheikh
Hasina in no time became
my Hasina Apa (elder sister)
- an unexplicable bond that
has not only stood the test of
time, but has mellowed over
the years.

Truimphant Sheikh Hasina,
with no loss of time, hugged
me to congratulate, with
looks of assurance that did
not betray me to this day,
a span of more than half a
century.

Discharging of
responsibilities came
knocking at the door soon
after the Installation of the
College Cabinet Members.
Good and not that good

days followed. But Hasina
Apa was as cordial to me as
ever. There were hitches, but
on No occasion was her ways
cold towards me. We did
perform our very best during
those days, despite, the fact
that, it was anything, but not
an easy sail.

On one of the quiet days,
after the Cabinet term was
over, | was asked by the
Hostel Superintendent to
visit Hasina Apa at her 32,
Dhanmondi residence. She
read out from a letter written
by Hasina Apa requesting
her to allow me to visit her.
She had sent a car and her
cousin Jelly, who was my
classmate at college. | was
not only unaware but could
not think of any happenings
or incidents, which could
have prompted Hasina Apa
to invite me to her place.
Road 32, in Dhanmondi was
quiet and calm. Hasina Apa’s
mother, Khala Amma, (aunt)
came to greet me and soon
after followed servings of
sweets. Smilingly she said,
‘Hasur biye hoise, misti khao.’
(‘Hasu's married, enjoy the
sweefts’). | did not know what
| should say and remained
quiet. Hasina Apa took me
to her younger brother,
Jamal’s room, where he had
cuttings of my pictures from
newspapers, glued to the
walls. He was Najma Apa’s
bhokto  (admirer). Khala
amma was soft spoken and
affectionate. | was fortunate
to have an opportunity to
enjoy lunch at Hasina Apa'’s

place, while her father was
there. She infroduced me to
her father as her friend, who
greeted me with a broad
smile and a couple of queries.

While we were at lunch,
Hasina Apa also tended to
the mother-in-law.

Years passed by, the
two of us had little or no
interaction with each other.
During Dhaka  University
days, time together was rare.
Hasina Apa left the country
with her husband, Wajed
Mia, my Dula Bhai (brother-in-
law). All that existed between
the two of us were memories.

While Hasina Apa was the
Leader of the Opposition,
in the government | met her
a couple of times. People
around were amazed at
the warmth she expressed
towards me. Now, | meet
her now and then and her
affection for me has never
faltered.

One worth mentioning
incident was during Hasina
Apa’s visit to Government
Intermediate Girls’ college,
which is the Alma Mater for
both of us. The college was
celebrating its Silver Jubilee
with the then Prime Minister,
Sheikh Hasina as the Chief
Guest. | was invited by the
college to be there as an
ex-student, perhaps, so were
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all the thousands who came
to attend the occasion. No
sooner did the Chief Guest,
Sheikh Hasina, once astudent
of the college and also
V. P of the Students’ College
Cabinet, the Prime Minister of
Bangladesh, ascended the
dais prepared for her, she
called for her G. S. | muse,
and muse much that Hasina
Apa more often than not
looks for Najma, addressing
her as - amar/my G. S. | find it
quiet interesting. Of course, |
appreciate her cordiality.

On one occasion, in
the year 2000, Robin Sen
Gupta, Robi Kaku, (uncle)
of Agartala, Tripura a photo-
journalist by profession and
a junior friend of Abba, my
father, came to Dhaka to
meet the Prime Minister with
a mission in mind. He put
up at our place during his
stay in Dhaka, as on other
occasions. One evening, at
Asar, evening prayer time,
he asked me if | could make
arrangements for him to meet
the Prime Minister. | had never
encountered such a situation
earlier. 1 thought of making
an attempt. | called the Prime
Minister’'s office, requesting
for an appointment. | was
over the moon with joy, as, |
was given an appointment
within  twenty-four  hours
along with Robi Kaku. We
were greeted exceptionally
warmly at the Gono Bhaban.
Robi Kaku was astonished
by the way - with a big and
long hug, the Prime Minister
of the country received his
niece (Najma) at her official
home. In no time Sheikh
Rehana, who happened to

be there was called. She too
received her Najma Apa in
similar manner. Infroductions
being over, it was Robi
Kaku turn. His mission, was
to hand over to the Prime
Minister certain items which
he had treasured for long,
since those March days of
1971. As a photojournalist,
Robi Kaku had come to
East Pakistan. During those
days of terror and turmail,
Robi Kaku could make it
to Road 32, Dhanmondi,
for an impromptu interview
with the family of Sheikh

Mujibur Rahman, who was

then a political detainee
in  (West) Pakistan. Kaku
handed over to Hasina

Apa a family photograph
of all the members, except
her father and a recorded
tape with Khala amma’s
interview. Needless to say, it
was very emotional for both
the sisters. Along with them, |
too could not hold back my
tears, however much | tried
to check my welled up eyes.
Kaku was delighted about
the meeting and could not
believe his eyes and ears, as
to what he saw and heard
at the Gono Bhaban, the
official residence of the Prime
Minister of Bangladesh. He
shared the incident with
anyone and everyone who
came to our house for the
next few days that he was in
Bangladesh.

In recent years, | happen
tosee Hasina Apa allittle more
often. These do not always
happen to be of unmixed
feelings.lopen my mindto her
at fimes only to tell her about
unpleasant and untoward

happenings that arrest my
attention. Though Hasina
Apaq, be it her magnanimity
or as the proverb says, ‘The
wiseman's eyes are in his
head’, has never reacted
to what | said to her - little to
support her. In situations as
these, it becomes more than
a moral duty to speak one’s
mind - when warm feelings
exist. After giving vent to my
pent-up feelings, following
to some extent the words of
Walt Whitman, - ‘Afoot and
light hearted, | take to the
open road, the world before
me.’ | did encounter, some
‘friends’ of the Prime Minister,
who came to interrupt me,
but | was Najmal! Fortunately,
| can boast of not being let
down by Hasina Apa on one
single occasion. Rather, she
has the fondness for me, to
raise both her hands to say,
‘Najma to Najma e’, ‘Najma
is Najma’'.

According to Islam, the
most wonderful of all things
in life, is the discovery of
another human being with
whom one's relationship has
a glowing depth and beauty.
Thus | marvel at the things
that happened or rather
were accomplished by the
caressing fingers of the years
from 1966 to 2019, half a
cenfury and more between
Hasina Apa and myself - fifty-
two years is along time in any
man’s calculation.

B Writer: Professor Nazma Shams
Chairperson

National Committee for girl in scouting
Bangladesh Scouts
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